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. W i gUTR W AN
PEMORARDUM |
Yot We Be Finley, Divecbor
- Froms Deniel He Shear, fenoral Counsel

Subjecty pietinetion bf‘v‘mi on the funetlons of the Comslssion of
' Pine Arts asd the Habtionad Capital DMlanalog Comuaission

with refereuce bo pablic imi}a,me 4 in the District of

Colwrbla . .

You have requested our viewad ne to the distd inction bs;w%n the
functlons of the Cox wdgsion of Fine Arts and the Z*ad,oml Cepital Plaoe
ning Cmrzrzsi.s&:sﬁ,on ulth reference to puslic buildings in the Distrlet of
Columola.

The Smfm’wsi&n of Pina Aris wag created by the Avt of ¥ay 17 ,
1910 (36 Steb. 3713 LO U. 8. C. 10h) and charped with the duly of advie
dag "upon the location of statusa , fountains, and nentments in the
puolié équax‘efs, ‘atreets, and paﬂm ira the Debrict of Colurbla, and
* upon the solestden of sodels Lor staiues, fomtsing, and ponuwenis
erectad wder the authority of the United Sbéﬁ@ﬁ and upon the seleciion
of artists for the execution of the cazmé#“ I%x addition, the Commission
i& roguired to "advise 5*43:10}:‘?11,}' weon quastions of art when z*@qﬁxim
to do o0 by the Prosideat, or by any cotm mittoo of elther House of
Co"zxgrema.,“

Subsoquent Prosidentlal divections extended and rofined the
juri_wdm%im of the Commdsgion to . _

2 (1) plens for public bulldings {0 be erected in the matmct,
of Calmzbia for the Gmeral Covernvent (Bxeeutive Order Ho. 1259,

Cotober 25, 1910)3
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- {(2) plans for new structuwres to be crected in the District
of Colunbla undee the direction of the Federal Govermment which Maffcct
in any'lmportant way the abpearanne of the clty" (Exccuuive Order No.
| 1862, Novomber 20, 1913); and .

(3) a3l "important" plans for parks and all public buildings,
constructed by executdlve depariments or the District of Columbla, which
| ﬁin any essential way affect the appearance of the clty oflwashingﬁon,
op the District of Colwbia" (Ixecutive Order No. 352k, July 28, 1921).

In cach instance, such plans are required to be submitted ﬁo
the Comilssion for comment and advice (not approval). Buﬁeau of the
Budget Clreuvlar No. A-)l fequires consultation with the Commlesion on
‘buildings and other structures in tho Disirict of Coluwbia "which may
affect in an Important way the sppearance of the cit: ty" before submis-
slon by any’agengx of annual budget estimates for pPlans and construction
of such bulldings and structﬁras.

[Pursvant to the Act of May 16, 1930 (L6 Stat. 366), as
amended {5 D, C. Code 410) - the so-called S patead-Luce Act - the-
Commission of Fine Arts alse advises the Commissioners of the District
of‘ColuMbia with respect to the height énd appearance, calcr, and
;exture of the materlals of exterior construction for private and
senl~public bulldings facing public buildings-and parks in speclfied
ereas of the District of Columbia for which application for building
~ permits have been made to the District Cormlssioners. In addition,
the Commlssion advises the District Commissioners with regpect to

the exterior architectural featuress height,appearance, color, and
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totvre of the materiels of cxterlor construotion tvhich is adjectk
mrl puviie view fron a public highuny® in comectlon with z;ﬁsgliﬁui;icg;
fmz* tho conphruobion, olteration, reconstrustlons o rosing of auny
buliding in "01d Goorgetom®™, oo delined ﬁ;n%ha Aot of Spplosher 22,
1950 (6h stat. 9033 S e Co Cods B01) = the no-onlled O3 Coorgetow
- pety/ -
‘ »

It 1s apparent that the basie fusstlon of the Commisglon }‘_q_;l{

Fine Arts with resvpect to pwblic bulldings in ihe District of Coluibia

15 to advlse concerning thelr exterlor dosign and the relationshiny of
gugh bulldings to tho appearance of the Natioaal Capitel. |

On the other hand, the Hational Capdisl Plaming Cormission,
in i%s cowprehensive md mojeot planning roles vader the ¥ationsl -
Capitol Planndng Act of 1952 (66 Stat. 7013 LO U. 8. Co 71), is cone

cernod with the goseral logation, errangement, charaster, and extend

S g

of public bulidings, strugturss, and yogervalions. I»“uﬁ;hax*, the Plan~
ning Coriesion excrclses . zoning-type control over public bulldings
wnder the Act of June 20, 1938 (52 Stat. 797), os amended (5 D. C. Cods
1;13»1?2@) , shlch requives the spproval of the Commisaion with vespect
to the location, height, bu i, nusbher of. atori:ms, end plze, and the

provision for open spoce in grd around such bulldings.

Eﬁ:&rﬁi&% of aes%m’c,ié contbrol by the Corsi.ssion of Tine frts
snd zoning-type control by the ;’lzs:uzﬁ.t‘zg Cormisslon nay ordinarlly
require the submission of site plens, olevations, and renderings for
proposed public buildings to Ba*tﬁ cormissions ond necessltats o high

degros of conswltatlion belugen tho conmissions and thelr staffe. But
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‘fﬁ‘xﬁh&‘ﬁiﬁ Tor revlon of such plons by each conmlssion. and the rospective

yoles of the comdsslongere distinet.

&

%=
£

- Approved For Release 2001/11/08 CIA-RDP8§-00244R00010004004741

sl tedy



